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TOWN  HALL, 

COLWYN  BAY, 
30/8/40 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Health  Committee  of  the  Borough  of  Colwyn  Bay. 

Miss  Hovey  and  Gentlemen, 

I present  my  report  on  the  health  of  the  citizens  of 
Colwyn  Bay  during  the  year  1939.  This  year  for  purposes 
of  economy,  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  is  incorporated 
in  this  Report.  Pages  26  to  41  are  exclusively  prepared  by 
him.  The  report  has  been  delayed  for  many  months  in  a 
vain  expectation  of  the  arrival  of  official  figures  from  the 
Registrar  General.  Late  in  July,  the  Ministry  of  Health 
issued  a statement  that  these  figures  would  not  be  available 
and  that  the  Report  should  be  curtailed. 

I have  attempted  to  obtain  from  local  information  as 
much  information  as  can  be  conveniently  given  but  the  calls 
of  A.R.P.  work  have  rendered  the  routine  work  of  my  depart- 
ment difficult.  That  so  much  has  been  accomplished  is  a 
matter  of  great  satisfaction.  We,  in  Colwyn  Bay  have  yet  to 
hear  the  Sirens  blow  in  earnest,  but  the  Chief  Officials  of  the 
town  have  been  on  guard  day  and  often  most  of  the  night 
and  the  training  of  Casualty  Services  and  Decontamination 
Personnel  has  demanded  most  evenings.  “Evacuation” 
(official  and  unofficial)  has  put  much  additional  work  on  the 
Department  and  more  recently  “Salvage”  has  added  com- 
plications- 


I cannot  attempt  to  give  details  of  the  manifold  new 
duties  imposed  on  the  members  of  the  Staff  of  the  Health 
Department.  All  have  courageously  attempted  to  do  what 
was  asked  of  them  and  to  smile  when  they  learn  what  is 
expected  of  them.  The  outcome  has  been  a very  happy 
team  and  very  commendable  results. 

I am, 

Yours  sincerely, 

Wm.  McKENDRICK, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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Vital  Statistics 


Area  of  Borough  (acres)  7124 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Resident  Population 

mid  1938  21240 

No,  of  Inhabited  houses  (end  of  1939)  according  to 

Rate  Book  6256 

Rateable  value  £222025 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £860 


Social  Conditions 

The  following  statement  of  the  condition  of  employ- 
ment in  Colwyn  Bay  has  been  given  me  by  Mr.  D.  P.  Thomas, 
Manager  of  the  Colwyn  Bay  Employment  Exchange — 

Number  of  Insured  Population  : 

Men  Bovs  Women  Girls  TOTAL 

5855  391  1454  283  7983* 

*This  figure  shows  an  increase  of  2,367  due  to  a large 
influx  of  workmen  brought  by  the  Employment  Exchange 
during  June  to  August,  1939,  to  employment  in  connection 
with  special  local  works,  otherwise  the  grand  total  of  insured 
persons  dealt  with  at  Colwyn  Bay  Employment  Exchange 
would  not  exceed  6,000. 

Industry  Groups 

Building,  Engineering,  Hotel  and  Catering,  Clerks, 
Office  Workers,  Road  Transport,  Quarries,  Professional, 
Shop  Workers,  Skilled  and  Miscellaneous  Workers,  Unskilled 
Workers,  Laundry  Workers,  Agricultural  and  Horticultural 
Workers. 

Where  Shortages  Occur 

MEN 

Throughout  the  summer  months  there  was  a pro- 
nounced shortage  of  skilled  craftsmen  in  the  Building  Trades, 
viz : 

Carpenters  and  Joiners,  Bricklayers,  Plasterers,  Painters, 
Plumbers  and  Hot  Water  Fitters,  Earthenware  Pipe  Layers, 
Electricians. 

WOMEN 

There  is  always  a shortage  of  Private  and  Hotel 
Domestic  Workers,  and  as  far  as  possible,  the  balance  is  met 
by  importing  girls  from  other  districts,  particularly  during 
the  summer  season. 
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The  Laundry  trade  was  badly  hit  by  the  high  in- 
cidence of  sickness  among  workers  during  the  severely  cold 
weather  of  this  winter. 

There  was  also  some  shortage  of  workers  in  retail 
distribution  during  the  summer  of  1939,  particularly  for 
errand  boys,  vanboys,  etc.  The  summer'  shortage  of  shop 
assistants  becomes  a surplus  during  the  winter.  The  pres- 
ence of  part  of  a Government  Department  has  increased 
prospects  of  employment  among  female  clerical  workers. 


Highest 

Numbers 

Wholly  Unemployed : 

Men 

Bovs 

Women 

Girls 

TOTAL 

987 

36 

144 

36 

1203 

Average 

Number 

Wholly  Unemployed : 

Men 

Boys 

Women 

Girls 

TOTAL 

650 

8 

80 

10 

748 

General 

Owing  to  war  conditions,  all  residential  domestic 
training  centres  have  been  closed,  and  it  is,  therefore,  not 
possible  for  a girl  to  be  trained  for  Domestic  Service  at  the 
Government’s  expense. 

A new  feature  of  work  performed  in  this  (Employ- 
ment Exchange)  office  is  the  payment  of  allowances  to  women, 
pending  the  grant  of  Dependants  Allowance  from  Army 
Funds.  The  motive  in  such  cases  is  the  avoidance  of 
hardships. 

Juvenile  Employment 

Unemployed  juveniles  have  not  been  required  to 
attend  Evening  Continuation  Classes,  as  a condition  for 
receipt  of  Unemployment  Insurance  Benefit,  during  this 
Winter. 


There  appears  no  radical  change  in  the  employment 
situation  in  Colwyn  Bay  as  far  as  it  affects  juveniles. 

The  following  comments  on  the  employment  situation 
during  1939  may  be  appropriate. 
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During  the  first  four  months  of  the  year  the  unem- 
ployed register  was  at  its  highest  and  comprised  an  ap- 
preciable number  of  persons  who  could  only  obtain  employ- 
ment during  the  summer  season,  e.g.,  Hotel  Workers,  Motor 
Drivers,  Bus  Conductors,  Shop  Assistants,  Workers  in 
Amusement  Parks,  etc.  With  the  approach  of  the  Summer 
Season  these  were  successful  in  obtaining  employment  which 
carried  them  through  to  September,  when  they  again  became 
unemployed. 

In  May  the  employment  position  improved  and  em- 
ployment was  available  in  connection  with  the  following 
Contracts : — 

Mochdre  Council  School; 

Road  Widening,  Bryn-y-Maen,  Colwyn  Bay; 

Construction  of  carriageways  in  Eirias  Park; 

Erection  of  Maternity  Home,  Colwyn  Bay. 

During  the  period  June  to  early  September  there 
was  an  unsatisfied  demand  for  workmen  of  ail  grades  in  con- 
nection with  construction  works  in  the  neighbourhood.  At 
one  time  there  were  approximately  5,000  workmen  on  this 
type  of  work. 

As  far  as  Colwyn  Bay  and  district  was  concerned 
there  were  ample  opportunities  for  building  trade  craftsmen 
and  heavy  labourers  to  obtain  highly  remunerative  employ- 
ment. As  high  wages,  ranging  from  £5 — HO  a week,  plus 
a subsistence  allowance  of  3/6d.  a day  to  men  residing  over 
five  miles  from  the  job,  could  be  earned,  the  employment 
proved  attractive. 

Some  of  the  workmen  who  were  then  engaged  had 
been  idle  for  periods  extending  from  one  to  ten  years.  Some 
of  them  were  able  to  prove  that  they  only  required  an  op- 
portunity to  show  that  they  not  only  desired  employment, 
but  could  still  perform  heavy  labouring  for  a twelve  hour 
day. 

During  the  Summer  rriopths  there  was  a shortage 
of  harvesters, 


The  local  quarries  have  been  working  very  inter- 
mittently throughout  1939.  The  frequent  stoppages  were 
reported  to  be  due  to  weather  conditions  and  shortage  of 
boats. 

Seasonal  activities  during  1939  were  curtailed  on 
account  of  the  war.  The  season  ended  earlier  and  the 
Government  took  over  various  hotels  in  the  town,  which 
rendered  the  customary  winter  staffs  idle. 

Owing  to  the  black-out  arrangements,  certain 
Cinemas  closed  down. 

Petrol  restrictions  decreased  garage  staffs.  The 
local  bus  services  were  reduced  and  quite  a few  men  were 
thrown  out  of  work  as  a result. 

Evacuation  had  no  marked  effect  on  employment — 
though  it  seems  likely  that  it  kept  those  in  the  baking  trades, 
etc-,  more  fully  employed  than  if  no  school  children  had  taken 
the  place  of  the  summer  visitors. 

An  appreciable  number  of  additional  persons  have 
registered  for  war  work.  Normally  this  is  a class  which 
did  not  compete  in  the  employment  field. 

Apart  from  the  suspension  of  work  on  Road  Schemes 
and  the  Motor  Industry,  the  war  caused  very  little  dis- 
turbance of  normal  trade  in  this  area. 

No  statistics  were  kept  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war  to  record  the  length  of  unemployment  of  men  on  the 
live  register,  but  the  following  figures  show  the  position  on 
12th  February,  1940: — 

723 — 6 months  or  less 
45—12 
10—18 

7 — 2 years  ” 

10—  3 
4 — 4 

6—  5 

7 —  more  than  5 years. 

A new  feature  of  the  work  of  the  Employment 
Exchange  last  year  was  the  registration  of  men  under  the 
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National  Service  (Armed  Forces)  Act,  1939.  The  dates  o^ 
registration  and  the  number  registered  were  as  follows : — 


3rd  June,  1939  128 

21st  October,  1939  82 

9th  December,  1939  97 


Contrary  to  expectations  very  few  vacancies  were 
notified  locally  for  applicants  to  take  the  place  of  young  men 
called  to  the  Colours — this  suggests  that  employers  were 
either  cutting  down  expenses  or  that  the  volume  of  trade 
enabled  them  to  carry  on  without  engaging  extra  staff. 

There  has  been,  and  still  exists,  a demand  for  men 
with  experience  in  Engineering  trades.  To  meet  this 
demand  the  Government  have  kept  open  Government  Train- 
ing Centres  and  opened  new  Centres  to  provide  training 
facilities  for  youths  under  20,  men  between  the  ages  of  25  and 
45,  and  also  men  between  20  and  25  rejected  for  Military 
Service. 

It  is  suggested  that  potentially  suitable  men  would 
include : — 

1 Men  of  good'  education  and  men  who  have 
occupied  positions  of  some  responsibility,  clerical  or 
equivalent;  Master  men  of  small  businesses,  etc. 

2 Men  who  have  at  some  period  been  engaged  in 
a skilled  or  semi-skilled  capacity  in  some  branch  of 
Engineering  or  allied  industry. 

3 Men  with  some  previous  non-professional  con- 
tacts with  mechanical  or  Electrical  Engineering,  e.g.,  by 
way  of  hobbies,  car  or  motor  cycle  maintenance,  watch 
or  clock  repairing,  wireless,  model  engineering  or  model 
making,  etc. 

Full  particulars  of  the  training  can  be  obtained  at 
any  Employment  Exchange. 

The  various  trades  in  which  men  have  been  trained 
are  as  follows 

Draughtsmanship,  Fitting  and  Turning,  Instrument 

Making,  Machine  Operating,  Panel  Beating  and 

Sheet  Metal  Working,  Welding — Electric  and  Oxy. 

Acetylene.” 


The  Town  had  a sudden,  if  temporary,  plunge  into  War, 
when  on  1st  September,  4052  evacuees — many  of  them  adult 
and  some  of  them  blind — suddenly  arrived.  In  the  main, 
these  evacuees  were  billeted  in  private  houses  throughout 
the  Borough.  Women  and  children  were  suddenly  wrenched 
from  slumdom  with  its  squalor,  its  noise,  its  excitement,  its 
liberty  (or  license)  and  planted  in  well-ordered  quiet,  isolated 
residences.  Many  of  them  knew  they  were  misfits  and  in 
trying  to  adjust  their  way  of  living  were  unhappy;  many  did 
not  care  to  adjust  their  way  of  living  and  their  hostesses 
were  extremely  unhappy.  The  condition  of  some  of  these 
evacuees  from  the  point  of  view  of  cleanliness  was,  to  put  it 
as  kindly  as  possible,  very  surprising  and  a study  of  Table  IV. 
(prepared  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  shown  on  page  29) 
well  illustrates  in  which  direction  the  surprise  lay.  How- 
ever, by  dint  of  constant  use,  for  some  weeks,  of  the  steam 
disinfector  and  by  thorough  disinfestation  of  rooms  by 
spraying  with  a suitable  insecticide,  the  conditions  were 
controlled.  Approximately  50%  of  the  children  were  vermin- 
ous ; a large  number  had  undesirable  habits ; many  were 
without  proper  clothing  and  hundreds  were  suffering  from 
minor  diseases.  Fortunately  the  weather  was  perfect  and 
strenuous  efforts  by  an  army  of  women  and  doctors  and 
hairdressers  soon  had  the  situation  under  control.  Within  a 
few  days,  too,  a steady  trek  back  to  Liverpool  had  begun,  and 
within  a few  months  only  about  20%  of  the  original  excursion 
party  remained.  Today  only  about  10%  remain  and  these 
have  settled  into  the  family  life  of  the  town. 

The  improvement  in  the  appearance  of  many  of  the 
“kiddies”  after  a short  time  ‘by  the  sea’  was  a real  pleasure 
and  amply  repaid  us  for  the  additional  worries  and  labour 
their  arrival  had  entailed.  The  persons  with  whom  the 
evacuees  were  billeted  in  the  majority  of  cases  did  their  best 
to  make  them  happy  and  comfortable — even  spending  consid- 
erable sums  on  re-clothing  them.  The  fact  that  so  many 
of  the  avacuees  were  unsettled  by  the  visits  of  parents  and 
relatives  and  therefore  returned  to  their  homes,  is  indeed  to 
be  regretted  from  many  points  of  view. 

In  my  last  report  I was  able  to  show  that  during 
1938,  1381  children  had  been  immunised  by  me  as  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  This  was  most  fortunate  as  will  be  seen 
from  the  following  report  on  an  epidemic  of  Diphtheria  tha^ 
occurred  soon  after  the  evacuees  arrived. 
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During  the  four  weeks  beginning  29th  September, 
1939,  there  occurred  in  Colwyn  Bay  41  cases  of  Diphtheria — 
and  of  these  31  were  discovered  during  the  first  8 days. 

It  was  not  possible  to  trace  the  source  of  the  out- 
break. No  Colwyn  Bay  child  suffered  from  the  disease  from 
11th  July  until  7th  October,  1939,  and  during  that  time  only 
12  cases  (8  visitors  and  4 adult  citizens)  occurred-  The  last 
of  these  cases  being  on  the  6th  July,  1939. 

The  type  of  infection  was  very  different  from  that 
met  with  in  Colwyn  Bay  during  the  previous  decade.  It  was 
much  more  severe — spreading  in  spite  of  heroic  doses  of 
serum  and  giving  rise  to  complications  much  more  severe 
and  more  frequent  than  usual.  There  are  three  types  of 
Diphtheria  Bacillus  which  are  judged  by  the  severity  of  the 
illness  they  cause.  The  type  previously  known  here  was 
the  “mitis”  or  mild.  In  September  the  type  found  was  the 
“gravis”  or  severe.  This  latter  type  has  persisted  in  the 
district  ever  since.  There  were  two  deaths — each  occurring 
in  the  6th  week  after  onset.  Convalescence  in  all  cases  was 
delayed  and  throats  remained  infective  for  prolonged  periods. 

There  had  been  a slight  warning  as  three  Liverpool 
evacuees  were  found  suffering  from  the  disease  on  the  13th, 
17 th  and  20th  September.  These  were  mild  cases  and  no 
connection  could  be  traced  between  them  and  the  outbreak. 
Of  the  41  cases  (the  three  early  cases  are  not  here  included) 
9 were  Colwyn  Bay  residents  and  32  were  evacuees.  The  9 
Colwyn  Bay  cases  included  4 adults  (3  hostesses  of  pre- 
viously infected  evacuees).  Two  were  children  sleeping 
with  previously  infected  evacuees  and  three  were  children 
who  wTere  not  in  intimate  contact  with  evacuees.  One  other 
resident  adult  was  admitted  on  the  28th  of  October. 

The  epidemic  was  practically  confined  to  the  girls 
of  one  senior  school — 24  cases  were  found  amongst  the  250 
girls  in  attendance  in  the  space  of  8 days.  Vigorous  efforts 
at  control — consisting  of  daily  examination  of  the  throat, 
nose  and  ears  of  each  pupil  for  14  days  and  the  examination 
bacteriologically  of  over  150  swabs  in  the  Health  Department 
during  the  first  14  days  of  the  epidemic — resulted  in  it$ 
collapse  on  the  8th  dav? 
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Only  one  other  girl  developed  the  disease  and  she 
was  in  Liverpool  from  12th — 16th  September  (returning  to 
Colwyn  Bay  on  the  17th  and  then  admitted  to  Hospital). 

By  this  intensive  inspection,  not  only  were  carriers 
and  “missed”  cases  found  but  many  girls  were  discovered 
at  a very  early  stage  in  their  disease  and  treated. 

As  soon  as  the  initial  work  of  tracing  contacts  was 
completed  an  effort  to  increase  the  immunity  of  the  com- 
munity was  undertaken.  All  schools  were  visited  and  all 
parents  invited  to  have  non-immune  children  immunised.  On 
the  27th  December,  1939,  the  position  was  as  follows:- — 

Immunised  during  Total  in 


School  Oct. 

and  Nov.,  1939 

School 

Percentao-e 

o 

Idysfaen  

66 

105 

63% 

Penmaenrhos  

124 

156 

80% 

Colwvn  Bay  Council  

252 

304 

83% 

Colwyn  Bay  Infants  

198 

220 

90% 

Rhos  Council  

103 

130 

79% 

Rhos  Council  Infants  ... 

53 

62 

86% 

Colwyn  N.P 

58 

72 

81% 

Colwyn  Council  

196 

230 

85% 

Colwyn  Council  Infants 

71 

92 

79% 

Mochdre  

50 

52 

96% 

St.  Joseph’s  

55 

65 

89% 

Central  School  

334 

385 

90% 

County  School  

353 

375 

94% 

Blackburn  House  

235 

252 

93% 

Immunised  at  Clinic,  etc., 

and  Private  Schools 

283 

Total  No.  of  Children 

Immune  

2431 

In  addition  to  Government  evacuees,  there  have  been 
very  considerable  numbers  of  immigrant  families.  Whereas, 
a year  ago,  there  were  many  empty  houses  and  much 
property  thought  to  have  served  its  day  and  generation,  now 
there  are  very  few  buildings  not  in  use.  Indeed,  one  might 
safely  assert  that  there  is  a dearth  of  houses.  This  pos- 
ition has  been  accentuated  by  the  commandeering  of  much 
property  for  Government  purposes.  I am  informed  that  over 
30,000  persons  are  registered  as  residents  at  the  Food  Office 
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The  Town  is  now  very  full.  Thousands  of  new 

residents  have  been  sent  or  have  come.  Rightly  or  wrongly 

Colwyn  Bay  is  being  regarded  as  a City  of  Refuge  for  the 
healthy,  as  it  has  always  been  a Haven  of  Peace  for  the 
weary  and  the  sick.  Its  part  in  the  War  effort  will  not  be 
spectacular;  it  may  appear  to  be  doing  “nothing”  but  its 
calm,  its  quiet,  its  sunshine  and  its  health-giving  air  will 

more  and  more  be.  needed  by  all  if  the  War  effort  is  to  be 

maintained  by  those  in  Industrial  areas.  Hence  our  part  is 
to  maintain  our  attributes  and  amenities,  not  to  rush  into 

the  mad  bustle  of  production,  of  effort,  of  excitement — or  of 
pleasure.  4 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  (compiled  Locally) 

Male  Female  Total 

Births  Total  121  129  250 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population— 11.2. 

Stillbirths  — 9.  Rate  per  1000  births  = 34.5 
Deaths  = 307.  Rate  per  1000  population  — 14.3. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis : — 


Puerperal  Sepsis  0 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  ...  2 

Total  2 


Rate  per  1,000  birth;; 
(live  and  still) 

0.0 

7.7 

7.7 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age : — 
All  Infants  per  1000  live  births  — 32. 


Deaths  from 

(a)  Cancer  47 

(b)  Measles  0 

(c)  Whooping  Cough  0 

(d)  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  0 


The  death  rate  , according  to  local  information  and 
records,  fell  during  1939  from  14.5  to  13.4.  The  causes  of 
death  have  not  been  so  fully  classified  as  usual,  but  it  would 
appear  that  circulatory  diseases  have  increased  in  incidence. 
There  were  98  deaths  from  this  cause  and  62  from  heart 
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disease.  This  fact  is  almost  to  be  expected.  The  strain  of 
war  has  been  particularly  felt  by  elderly  people  and,  in  fact, 
a very  much  larger  proportion  of  persons  over  65  died  than 
usual.  The  age  groups  of  deaths  were  classified  for  deaths 
in  the  Borough  (not  noting  Colwyn  Bay  residents  who  died 
in  other  areas). 


1938 

Under  1 year  19 

1-5  1 

5-15  2 

15-25  6 

25-64  104 

65  and  over  185 


1939 

7 

2 

3 

6 

77 

215 


There  were  no  large  epidemics  of  influenza  or  other 
chest  diseases  such  as  usually  affect  persons  in  the  prime  of 
life — hence  the  considerable  fall  in  the  number  of  deaths  in 
the  25-60  group.  The  fall  in  the  number  of  deaths  amongst 
infants  is  also  very  satisfactory. 

Deaths  from  cancer  were  about  the  average  of  recent 
years — the  number  being  47.  Tuberculosis  maintained  its 
lower  mortality  figure  at  1 1 deaths.  One  startling  figure 
is  the  number  of  deaths  due  to  violence  of  one  form  or 
another;  in  1939  there  were  19  such  deaths  as  against  5'  in 
1938  and  14  in  1937. 

The  infant  mortality  figure  has  fallen  from  95  per 
1,000  births  in  1938  to  32  in  1939;  but  I regret  to  find  the 
Maternal  Mortality  Rate  rising  to  7.7.  This  is  because  of 
two  deaths  occurring  in  women  who  had  a history  of  preg- 
nancy. In  one  case  the  history  was  rather  remote  and  as  I 
know  a good  deal  about  the  case,  1 question  very  much  the 
wisdom  of  the  wording  of  the  death  certificate — however,  the 
case  will  now'Me  regarded  as  a Puerperal  death  and  our  rate 
will  be  unduly  high. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area 
1.  Laboratory  Facilities 

Until  September  throat  swabs  were,  as  in  former 
years,  examined  in  the  Health  Department.  Then,  the 
Ministry  of  Health  Emergency  Laboratory  was  established 
at  Conway,  and  arrangements  were  made  whereby  all  bac- 
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teriological  work  was  done  there.  Swabs,  etc.,  should  be 
delivered  at  the  Town  Hall  by  12.30  p.m.  daily.  They  will 
then  be  sent,  free  of  cost  to  Practitioners,  to  Conway  and 
reports  will  quickly  be  made  available  next  morning.  Swabs 
may  also  be  sent  by  doctors  to  Conway  at  any  time  by  Bus. 

During  1939,  247  swabs  were  examined  in  the  Health 
Department ; of  these  23  were  positive  for  Diphtheria  Bacilli 
193  swabs  were  sent  to  Conway  and  91  were  found  to  be 
positive. 

Water  samples  are  also  examined  at  the  Ministry 
of  Health  Laboratory.  In  1939,  24  were  reported  on. 

Milk  samples  are  examined  at  the  School  of 
Agriculture  Laboratory,  Bangor.  43  were  submitted.  Six- 
teen Ice-cream  samples  were  also  examined. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

2.  General  Cases  and  Accidents 

The  Colwyn  Bay  and  District  Voluntary  Motor 
Ambulance  Corps  undertakes  all  Ambulance  work  other  than 
the  removal  of  infectious  diseases.  The  following  state- 
ment has  been  supplied  me  by  the  Chief  Officer,  Mr.  F.  T. 
Jones.  It  gives  a summary  of  the  work  done  and  shows  that 
there  is  much  asked  of  the  Corps.  This  work  is  well  done 
and  is  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  Town. 

The  Ambulance  may  be  called  at  any  time  of  the 
night  or  day  by  telephoning  one  of  the  following 

F.  T.  JONES  (Chief  Officer),  Abergele  Road,  Old  Colwyn  Phone  5646 
C.  DEANE  (1st  Officer),  15  Kensington  Avenue,  Old  Colwyn  Phone  5207 

G.  ELEIS  (2nd  Officer),  Dorneth,  Minydon  Av.,  Old  Colwyn  Phone  5240 

W.  G.  EVANS  (3rd  Officer),  Oroya,  Rosebery  Avenue,  Old  Colwyn, 
Phone  5139. 

A.  EOMAX  (Financial  Secretary),  Glenart,  Church  Drive,  Rhos-on-Sea 
Phone  4378 


During  1939-40  the  following  work  was  done  by  the 
Ambulance — 


Cases  attended — 


Fatal  Accidents  16 

Other  Accidents  73 

Removed  to  Hospital  172 

Removed  to  Nursing  Homes  75 

Transferred  from  one  home  to  another  55 


Cases  attended  outside  the  Borough  ...  62 

453 


Number  of  hours  during  which  the  Ambulance  was  in 

use  during  the  year  758 

Number  of  man  hours  given  to  Ambulance  Services 

during  the  year  3032 

Number  of  miles  run  8147 

Clinics 

These  have  had  to  be  modified  during  1939.  The 
great  increase  in  the  attendances  of  expectant  mothers  at 
the  Ante-Natal  Clinics  has  made  it  necessary  to  hold  weekly 
meetings.  This,  was  rendered  possible  by  abandoning  the 
Llysfaen  Clinics  meantime.  All  Clinics  (except  that  dealing 
with  Tuberculosis)  now  meet  at  Nant-y-Glyn  Clinic 
premises : — 

^Tuesdays:  Child  Welfare  Centres  at  10  a.m.  and  2 p.m. 
Toddlers  also  seen  at  this  Clinic. 

Thursdays:  Orthopaedic  Centre  at  11  a.m.  on  alternate 
weeks. 

Obstetrical  Consultant’s  Clinic  (by  appoint- 
ment) ^each  month. 

Three  or  four  times  a year  Tonsil  and  Adenoid 
operations  are  performed  on  Thursdays, 
children  being  detained  until  Friday  mornings. 

^Fridays : Ante-Natal  Clinics  at  2 p.m. 

^Attended  by  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

There  are  not  any  day  nurseries  in  the  area. 

Tuberculosis  work  : Preventive  and  Curative — is  done 
at  the  Lecture  Hall,  Sea  View  Road,  Colwyn  Bay,  on  the  1st 
and  3rd  Fridays  of  each  month  at  11  a.m. 
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Venereal  Disease  cases  are  treated  at  Chester  Royal 
Infirmary  and  at  Bangor  Infirmary. 

Hospitals:  No  changes  have  occurred  in  the  Hospital 
arrangements  in  the  Borough  during  1939. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Apart  from  the  opening  of  the  Maternity  Home  and 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  sessions  given  over  to  Ante- 
Natal  work,  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme  has 
not  been  varied  from  that  of  1939.  The  co-operation  between 
the  Midwives  and  Clinics  has  become  very  close. 

Institutional  Treatment 

The  Maternity  Home  is  now  in  full  running  order, 
and  is  increasing  in  usefulness.  The  war  has  prevented  the 
County  Council  from  proceeding  with  the  erection  of  its  new 
Maternity  Home  where  all  abnormal  cases  were  to  be 
gathered.  As  a result  many  abnormal  cases  have  been 

admitted  to  and  treated  at  the  Colwyn  Bay  Home.  The 
following  statement  shows  the  uses  to  which  the  home  was 
put.  It  will  be  noted  that  a number  of  women  were  received 
into  the  home  for  periods  during  pregnancy  for  treatment 
and  rest.  These  were  women  found  at  the  Ante-Natal 

Clinics  to  be  threatened  with  eclampsia  or  other  abnormal- 
ities of  pregnancy  and  were  sent  in  on  the  order  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Cases  admitted  to  the  Maternity  Home  (July  14th, 


1939,  to  July  30th,  1940) 

Admissions  126 

For  Confinement  114 

For  Ante-Natal  Care  12 

Normal  Cases  80 

Abnormal  Cases  34 

Babies  born  (living)  103 

(stillborn)  11 

Maternal  Death  1 

Neonatal  Death  1 

Women  treated  entirely  by  the  Staff  ...  57 

Colwyn  Bay  women  86 

County  women  19 

Others  21 
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Women  kept  longer  than  14  days: 


Ante-Natal  8 

Post-Natal  4 


Health  Visiting 

During  1939,  there  were  notified  to  me  258  births. 
Of  these  9 of  the  infants  were  stillborn.  173  were  notified 
by  midwives  and  85  by  doctors. 


The  number  of  visits  paid 
1939  were : 

by 

the 

Health  Visitor 

1st 

Visits 

2nd  Visits 

To  expectant  mothers  ... 

104 

232 

To  children  under  1 year 
To  children  between  the 

250 

1926 

ages  of  1 and  5 years 

2442 

354 

4600 

The  numbers  attending  the  Clinics  in  1939  were  made 
up  as  follows  : — 

Children  who  attended  for  the  first  time : 


Under  1 year  134 

Between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  73 


Mr.  R.  Owen  Jones,  F.R.C.S.,  the  Consultant 
Obstetrician  and  Gynaecologist  to  the  Council,  holds  a Con- 
sul ant  Clinic  every  four  weeks.  He  is  also  willing  to  visit 
patients  in  their  homes  at  the  request  of  Practitioners — 
provided  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  satisfied  that  the 
patients  could  not  reasonably  have  attended  at  the  Clinic, 
and  that  the  condition  is  urgent.  It  must  be  stressed  that  he 
cannot  see  persons  who  have  not  been  given  an  appointment. 
Therefore  all  who  wish  to  be  seen  should  first  communicate 
with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  following  statement  has  been  prepared  by  Mf 
Owen  Jones 
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Consultative  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics 

During  the  year  149  examinations  were  carried  out. 

Of  these 

30  were  new  Ante-Natals. 

71  re-examinations. 

33  New  Post-Natals,  and 
15  re-examinations. 

The  Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  now  held  in  the  morning 
and  the  Post-Natal  in  the  afternoon. 

Maternity  Home 

Although  this  was  only  available  for  the  latter  half 
of  the  year,  its  advantages  are  already  manifest.  Matron’s 
management  of  the  cases  has  been  excellent  and  the 
standard  set  in  the  conduct  of  midwifery  in  a unit  of  this 
kind  will  be  salutary  o all  engaged  in  midwifery  in  the  area. 
The  two  essentials — asepsis  and  conservatism  — are  up  to 
the  standard  of  large  maternity  hospitals. 

It  is  most  fortunate  that  the  Home  was  opened 
before  the  outbreak  of  War.  In  this  the  Borough  have  been 
well  ahead  of  the  County  in  their  arrangements. 

Consultations 

The  doctors  in  the  Borough  consulted  me  on  24  cases 
other  than  those  referred  by  them  to  the  Clinic. 

Maternal  Deaths 

Of  the  two  maternal  deaths  neither  was  seen  at  the 
consultative  Clinic,  and  one  was  hardly  avoidable.  The  other 
died  several  weeks  after  her  confinement,  after  prolonged 
treatment  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  later  at  the  West 
Denbighshire  Hospital.  She  died  a few  days  after  taking 
her  own  'discharge  from  the  latter.  On  the  evidence  available 
she  had  recrudescence  due  to  the  pregnancy,  of  an  acute 
pulmonary  condition  from  which  she  had  suffered  a year 
before. 

Home  Help 

This  service  has,  to  some  extent,  fallen  into  disuse. 
The  Maternity  Home  offers  facilities  and  advantages  that 
ipake  women  very  willing  to  go  there  rather  than  arrange 
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to  have  their  babies  at  home.  I encourage  this  attitude. 
Actually  the  Council  Home  Help  was  sent  out  4 times  in 


1939. 


Dental  Treatment 

16  women  on  my  advice  applied  for  dental  treatment 
during  the  year.  Two  of  these  on  enquiry  proved  to  have 
incomes  above  the  scale.  In  9 cases  treatment  (including 
the  provision  of  dentures)  was  completed  by  the  end  of 
December.  The  cost  of  treatment  was  £35  3s.  6d.,  £5  3s.  6d. 
of  this  was  repaid  by  patients. 


Nutrition 

The  Council  does  not  provide  hot  meals.  Dried 
milk,  milk  containing  added  vitamins  and  iron,  etc.  Malt 
and  Cod  Diver  Oil,  calcium,  etc.,  are  provided  free  where 
necessary. 


Infants  and  Children 

The  Clinics  are  held  on  Tuesdays  at  11  a.m.  and  2 
p.m.  at  the  Clinic,  Nant-y-Glyn  Road.  The  Elysfaen  Clinic 
has  been  temporarily  abandoned. 

Attendances  at  the  Clinics  during  the  last  six  years 

were 


Enrolled  1934  1935  1936  1937  1938  1939 

Infants  and  Toddlers 

Under  1 year  129  168  189  219  226  134 

1-5  years  182  183  193  201  235  73 

Mothers 

Ante-Natal  42  89  90  108  91  134 

Post-Natal  ...............  0 10  6 9 38  49 
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Total  Attendances 

Infants  1529  2712  2424  2382  3182  3969 

Toddlers  ..2332  2233  2101  2053  1951  1092 

Ante-Natal  Mothers  ...  112  173  222  368  342  428 

Post-Natal  Mothers  ...  — — — 21  114  56 

Total  3973  5118  4747  4824  5589  5545 


Orthopaedics 

11  children  under  5 years  of  age  were  treated  by  the 
Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt  Orthopaedic  Hospital  Staff, 
acting  as  agents  of  the  Colwyn  Bay  Council.  One  was 
pronounced  cured  during  the  year.  The  other  10  suffer 
from : 

4 
2 
2 
2 


Attendances  during  1939  were 


1 Congenital  Deformities 

2 Flat  Foot  

3 Knock  Knees  

4 Rickets  


64 


Orthopaedic  Treatment  of  Children  under  5 years  of  age. 
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* Includes  2 patients  who  attained  School-going  age  during  the  year  and  whose  treatment  is  being 
continued  under  the  Denbighshire  School  Medical  Service.  These  two  patients  are  included  as 
‘discharged’  cases  in  the  summary. 

One  case  seen  by  Surgeon — no  treatment  found  necessary. 
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Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  : 

Five  cases  of  this  condition  were  notified  to  me. 
Two  of  them  were  removed  to  Hospital  and  the  remaining  3 
treated  at  home  under  the  supervision  of  the  Health  Visitor. 
I have  reason  to  believe  that  many  other  mild  cases  occurred 
but  were  not  notified  to  me.  In  no  case  was  vision  in  any 
way  impaired. 

Child  Life  Protection. 

All  children  coming  into  this  category  were  visited 
quarterly  during  the  year.  There  are  19  such  children  in  the 
Borough — 9 new  enrolments  occurred  and  9 removals  were 
made. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Borough. 

Water  Supplies  : 

During  the  year  the  following  samples  of  water  have 
been  taken  and  tested  : — ■ 

Wells  on  Farms  7 Bacteriological 

Town  Supply  18  „ 3 Chemical 

Bryn-y-Maen  Supply  5 „ 

Total  30  3 


Of  the  7 samples  taken  from  wells,  4 were  satisfact- 
ory, and  3 unsatisfactory.  These  Wells  are  in  outlying  parts 
of  the  district.  National  circumstances  preclude  any  vigorous 
effort  at  iriiproving  this  state  of  affairs  but  no  doubt  when 
times  are  propitious  an  extension  of  the  water  mains  to  these 
farms  will  be  accomplished. 

Of  the  samples  of  Town  water  taken  from  the  mains, 
the  Bacteriologist  reported  that  apart  from  periodical  vari- 
ation, probably  due  to  the  presence  of  sheep  in  the  Catchment 
area,  the  waters  were  usually  quite  satisfactory.  I have 
visited  the  Catchment  area  and  feel  satisfied  that  when  the 
sheep  have  been  removed  all  sources  of  contamination  will 
have  ceased  to  exist.  I am  very  glad  to  learn  that  the  water 
will  in  the  near  future  be  subjected  to  chlorination — this 
treatment  is  desirable  and  will  secure  constant  purity. 
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A vegetable  growth  tends  to  develop  in  the  pipes 
and  when  heavy  draws  are  made  on  certain  taps,  the  water 
of  the  area  is  brown.  This  may  be  unpleasant  to  the  eye  but 
it  is  quite  harmless. 

88.19  inches  of  rain  fell  on  the  Catchment  area — 
this  gives  a very  ample  yield  of  water.  About  425,415,000 
gallons  were  supplied  to  Colwyn  Bay  and  at  no  time  was  there 
less  than  this  quantity  in  store. 


The  Llysfaen  Reservoir  has  now  been  enlarged  and 
the  increased  supply  is  available. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

I have  no  extensive  changes  to  report  in  this  system. 
The  Surveyor  made  very  careful  enquiry  into  the  position 
at  Rhos  where  complaints  as  to  smells,  etc.,  have  been  made 
in  recent  years.  He  had  certain  works  done.  As  no  complaints 
have  reached  me  for  a period  of  almost  12  months,  I hope 
that  the  faults  have  now  been  completely  removed. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

There  are  no  comments  necessary  under  this  heading. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

No  comments  fall  to  be  made  here. 

Immunisation 

The  condition  of  the  Town  as  to  immunisation  at 
the  end  of  1939  is  shown  on  Page  11.  This  service  has  been 
continued  and  children  on  reaching  9-12  months  are  offered 
treatment  at  the  Clinics.  The  School  Teachers  also  have 
circulars  which  are  given  to  the  scholars  on  enrolment. 

The  effect  has  been  remarkable.  Diphtheria  has  been 
of  a grave  type  but  only  in  non-immunised  children  and  adults. 
A number  of  immunised  children  have  developed  a form  of 
the  disease  but  these  attacks  have  been  very  mild  and  diag- 
nosis has  often  been  dependant  on  bacteriological  report. 
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Food 

The  amounts  of  dried  milk,  etc.,  given  free  and  sold 
at  Cost  Price  during  1939  were : — 

Given  Free  Sold  at  Cost  Price 


Dried  Milk  990  2545 

Malt  and  Oil  36  70 


Visual  Defects 

One  case  was  referred  to  the  Consultant  during  the 
year.  No  cases  of  eclampsia  or  chronic  nephritis  have  been 
refered  to  him. 


Health  Visitor 

I  have  again  to  record  a substantial  increase  in  the 
number  of  visits  made  by  the  Health  Visitor.  Her  work  is 
the  vital  part  of  the  Child  Welfare  Scheme.  She  enters  every 
home  where  chilren  are  to  be  found.  During  the  year  a 
telephone  was  installed  in  her  residence  and  this  has  resulted 
in  many  requests  reaching  her  from  worried  mothers.  Miss 
Davies  is  always  ready  to  advise  on  matters  of  routine,  feed- 
ing, development,  etc. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Health  Visitor 
during  1939  was: — 


1 To  expectant  mothers:  First  Visits  104 

Total  Visits  232 

2 To  children  under  1 year  First  Visits  250 

Total  Visits  1926 

3 To  children  of  1-5  years  Total  Visits  2442 


4954 


Miss  Davies  also  enquires  into  the  circumstances  of 
all  infant  deaths,  stillbirths,  cases  of  ophthalmia,  neonatorum, 
maternal  mortalities  and  children  who  come  under  the  Infant 
Life  Protection  Act. 


Borough  .of  Colwyn  Bay. 

CLEANSING  SERVICES 
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Signed  WM.  A.  AUSTWICK,  M.S.I.A.,  Sanitary  Inspector 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
for  the  Year  Ending  December*  1939 


GENERAL  SUMMARY 


TABLE  I 

Complaints  received  and  attended  to  197 

No.  of  Nuisances  found  648 

„ „ Houses  in  which  Nuisances  were  found  362 

„ „ Nuisances  abated  634 

„ „ Nuisances  not  abated  but  work  in  hand  31 

„ „ Visits  under  the  Housing  Acts  129 

„ „ Drains  and  Fittings  tested  with  colour,  smell  or 

smoke  machine  21 

,,  „ Revisits  to  Drains,  inspecting  work  in  progress 

and  on  completion  256 

,,  ,,  Revisit  on  account  of  Nuisances,  inspecting  work  248 

„ „ Visits  to  Camps  17 

„ „ Preliminary  Notices  served  for  Nuisances  648 

„ „ Formal  Notices  and  Orders  served  for  Nuisances  27 

,,  „ Prosecutions  or  work  carried  out  for  non- 

compliance  of  Nuisances  by  Local  Authority  ...  0 

„ „ Visits  to  Bakehouses,  Restaurants  and  Cafes  ...  204 

,,  ,,  Visits  to  Factories,  with  mechanical  power  123 

„ „ Visits  to  Factories  without  mechanical  power  ...  51 

„ „ Visits  to  Cowsheds  150 

„ „ Ice  Cream  Premises  88 

„ „ Under  Shops  Acts  257 

„ „ Visits  to  Dairies  and  Milkshops  272 

,,  „ Milk  samples  taken  for  Tuberculosis  Bacilli  10 

„ ,,  Ice  Cream  Samples  taken  16 

,,  ,,  Water  Samples  taken  (Town  Supply)  21 

,,  „ Water  Samples  taken  (Swimming  Pool)  3 

,,  „ Ungraded  Milk  Samples  taken  28 

„ „ Pasteurised  Milk  Samples  taken  2 

,,  „ Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  Samples  taken  10 

,,  „ Accredited  Milk  6 

„ „ Visits  to  Tee  Cream  Shops  88 

„ ,,  Offensive  Trades,  including  Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  58 

,,  ,,  Visits  to  Sanitary  Conveniences  of  Schools  7 

,,  ,,  Visits  to  Kitchens  of  Restaurants  78 

„ „ Miscellaneous  Visits  376 
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No.  of  Inspections  made  to  Dance  Halls,  Cinemas,  and 

other  places  of  Entertainment  45 

„ „ Inspections  re  Rats  and  Mice  73 

„ ,,  Visits  to  Fried  Fish  Shops  60 

,,  ,,  Visits  to  Houses  re  Evacuees  401 


Table  II 

SANITARY  DEFECTS 

No.  of  Stopped  Drains  ] 

„ „ Defective  Drains  .J  106 

„ „ Defective  or  stopped  Septic  Tanks  or  Cesspools  7 

„ „ Want  of,  or  insufficient  drainage  and  W.C. 

accommodation  10 

„ „ Defective  Soil  Pipes  4 

„ „ Defective  W.C.  Cisterns  and  fittings  16 

,,  „ Broken  and  unsuitable  W.C.  pedestals  and  pans  15 

„ ,,  Dirty  conditions  of  houses,  outhouses  and  yards  41 

„ ,,  Want  of  limewashing  38 

,,  „ Defective  or  new  Inspection  Chambers  8 

,,  „ Defective  Sink  and  Waste  Pipes  9 

„ „ Burst  Water  Pipes  10 

„ „ Defective  Roofs — Houses  and  Outbuildings  25 

„ „ Defective  Floors  in  rooms  29 

„ „ Defective  Windows  21 

„ „ Defective  Paving  of  Yards  and  Outhouses  18 

„ „ Defective  Eaves  and  Downspouting  14 

„ ,,  Miscellaneous  Nuisances  (outside)  40 

„ „ Miscellaneous  Nuisances  (inside)  . 53 

„ „ Keeping  of  Animals  so  as  to  be  a nuisance  3 

,,  „ Accumulations — Manure  and  other  refuse  62 

„ „ Dilapidated  Ashbins  114 

,,  ,,  Defective  Plastering  of  Walls  and  Ceilings  ......  28 

„ „ Vans,  Camps  on  land  so  as  to  be  a nuisance  2 

,,  ,,  Damp  Conditions  in  Houses  23 

„ „ Overcrowding  of  Houses  4 

,,  ,.  Defective  and  new  gullies  15 

,,  ,,  Defective  Urinals  2 

.,  „ Premises  (rats)  13 

„ ,,  Defective  Baths  and  Lavatory  Basins  10 

,,  „ Defective  Ex.  Pointing  and  Brickwork  15 

„ ,,  Insufficient  or  unsatisfactory  Washing 

accommodation  16 
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Table  III 

During  the  year  the  following  visits  have  been  made 
to  the  Abattoir  and  to  other  food  premises — 

No.  of  Visits  and  Re-visits  to  Abattoir  . 196 

„ „ Visits  to  Butchers’  Shops  255 

„ „ Visits  to  Fish  Shops  44 

„ „ Visits  to  Food  Shops  168 

„ „ Carcases  of  Beef  inspected  434 

„ „ Sheep  and  Lambs  inspected  11270 

„ „ Pigs  inspected  735 

„ Calves  inspected  251 

Also  a large  quantity  of  fish  and  other  food  stuffs. 


TABLE  IV. 

Disinfection.  Disinfestation. 


29 


p9JS9JUISTQ  S9JDq.IV 


i-O 

o 


1-0 

o 


spina  .sjaipioc  i 


p9}S9JtIlSIQ  S9Snoq|  | | | 


CO 


papajuisiQ  smoo>!  H^ro^fOO^oo^K!M3 

H M 00 


papajuisiQ  saptwv  °»2?nSoSKK'K 
; ’ — I r-Hr-Hr-.(V300O^^  I o 

i— I : CO 


uoipajtnsiQ  9.T  sqsqy 


CO  H 'Tf  CO  CM  to  (N  N LT,  : AO 

t-4  CO  t-h I 00 


S9SB9SIQ  snopDojuj 


lOlOlOVOlONNiOVON 
M w'j  N 't 


CO 


p S ^ h— > > — > TJX  ^ P Q 


"T3 

T3 

u 

v— > 

c/3 

tT 

u 

CO 

CM 

CO 

T 

C/3. 

T3 

i c~| 

O 

L* 

>> 

i-H 

CO 

CO 

Vh 

CO 

rvi 

c 

oo 

& 

0) 

r> 

<L> 

0)  | 

■J2J  1; 

3 

jc 

\ N 

CM 

CM 

CM 

s 

g 

g ; 

u 

u 

r3 

CL) 

0) 

53 

0)  ! 

,o 

Vi 

rt 

u 

n , 

c 

£ 

o. 

> 

C_) 

fl 1 

0)  1 

rti  ; ! 

The  above  Table  shows  the  greatly  increased  amount  of  Infectious  Diseases  and 
Verminous  premises  from  September  onwards  when,  it  will  be  remembered,  some  4052 
compulsory  evacuees  were  received  in  the  town. 


1 — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 


Number  of 

Premises 

[1] 

Inspections 

[2] 

“ 

W ritten 
Notices 
[3] 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

UJ 

Factories  

[with  Power] 

Factories  

(witheut  Power) 

I 

123 

51 

No  statutory 
the  work  bei 
ceipt  of  a let 
necessai 

1 

notices  issued 
ng  done  on  re- 
fer making  the 
ry  request 

Total  

174 

2 — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 


Particulars 

[11 


Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts* 

Want  of  cleanliness 
Want  of  ventilation 

Overcrowding  

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 
Other  nuisances  


Sanitary 

accommodation 


j insufficient 
unsuitable  or 
defective 
not  separate 
for  sexes 


Offences  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Acts 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 
bakehouse  is.  101] 

Other  offences  ... 

Excluding  offences  relating  to 
outwork  * and  offences  under 
the  Sections  mentioned  the 
Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health  [Factories  and  Work- 
shops Transfer  of  Powers 
Order,  1921] 

Total  


Number  of  Defects 

Found 

[2] 

Remedied 

[3] 

Referred 
to  H.  M. 
Inspector 
[4] 

23 

23 

10 

10 

1 

1 

7 

7 

1 

1 

42 

42 

Number  of 
offences  in 
respect  to 
which  Prose- 
cutions were 
instituted 
[5] 


Nil 


Nil 


^Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7 and  8 of  the 
Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the 
Public  Health  Acts. 
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Nuisances  from  Premises  other  than  Dwellings 

Bakehouses  

Hotels  and  Cafes  

Garages  and  Miscellaneous  

Shops  

Fried  Fish  Shops  

Gut  Scraper’s  Shop 

Offices  

Stables  

Cinemas  

Military  

Schools  

Chapels  and  Churches  


22 

17 

9 

60 

5 

4 

4 

11 

17 

5 
3 


Factories,  Workshops  and  Bakehouses 

Regular  inspections  have  been  carried  out  during  the 
year,  to  the  above  premises,  drawing  the  attention  of  the 
occupiers  to  any  defects  or  lack  of  cleanliness  as  occasions 
arise.  Notices  were  also  served  for  limewashing,  defects 
and  alterations  to  existing  sanitary  conveniences,  which  were 
readily  complied  with. 


Registered  Workshops 

Important  classes  of  Workshops,  such  as  Workshops, 
Bakehouses,  etc.,  may  be  enumerated  here. 


The  number  of  Workshops  on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  as  follows — 


Bakers  and  Confectioners  24 

Dressmakers  and  Milliners  ...  11 

Bootmakers  and  Repairers  12 

Tailors  4 

Laundries  7 

Joiners  and  Cabinet  Makers  17 

Bottling  Stores  4 

Cycle  and  Motor  Workshops  22 

Printing  Works  3 

Upholsterers  4 

Miscellaneous  34 


142 


Out-Workers  (Home  Work) 


2 
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Shops 

The  Survey  under  the  Shops  Act,  1934,  has  been 
continued  and  some  further  257  shops  have  been  dealt  with, 
requiring  404  visits. 

Camping 

No  applications  for  a licence  for  camping  grounds 
have  been  received.  There  is  comparatively  little  camping 
done.  Regular  inspections  of  any  camps  have  been  made 
and  they  were  invariably  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Smoke  Abatement 

There  have  been  no  prosecutions  for  Smoke  Abate- 
ment. The  only  factory  chimneys  in  the  town  belong  to  the 
laudries  and  their  owners  are  alive  to  the  value  of  effective 
combustion. 

Swimming  Pools 

There  is  one  Public  Swimming  Pool  in  the  'district, 
which  is  managed  very  efficiently.  The  water  is  sea  water 
subjected  to  chlorination.  Three  samples  of  the  water  were 
taken  for  analysis  and  reported  on  as  being  “satisfactory.” 

Offensive  Trades 

The  Offensive  Trades  in  the  Borough  are  as  under — 


Fried  Fish  Shops  12 

Gut  Scraper  1 


Housing 

108  Houses  have  been  built  by  private  enterprise  and 
10  houses  have  been  built  by  the  Focal  Authority.  4 of  these 
were  used  to  abate  cases  of  overcrowding. 

Considerable  progress  was  made  under  the  Houses- 
let-in-Podgings  Bye-laws  whic*h  came  into  force  in  March. 
Thirty-eight  houses  were  inspected  and  23  were. registered  as 
houscs-let-in-lodgings,  covering  79  flats.  Notices  were 
served  requiring  work  to  be  done  on  1 1 houses  comprising 
49  flats  and  these  notices  were  complied  with  without  un- 
reasonable delay.  Unfortunately  we  have  been  unable  to 
proceed  much  further  since  August  owing  to  the  outbreak 
of  war,  but  the  flats  are  kept  under  supervision  with  par- 
ticular regard  to  cleanliness. 
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With  regard  to  evacuation  during  September,  Table 
IV.  was  drawn  up  to  show  the  increased  incidence  of  vermin 
and  my  remarks  on  this  subject  are  incorporated  with  Dr. 
McKendrick  in  his  report. 

During  the  latter  half  of  the  year,  there  was  a con- 
siderable amount  of  voluntary  evacuation  and  many  houses 
which  had  been  vacant  were  re-occupied.  The  sub-letting 
of  rooms  and  part  of  houses  increased  very  considerably. 
Some  deg'ree  of  overcrowding  undoubtedly  occurred,  all  of 
which  was  to  be  expected  and  had  to  be  accepted  under  the 
abnormal  conditions. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year-™ 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Plousing  Acts)  415 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  491 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  41 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  49 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub- 
head) found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason- 
ably fit  for  human  habitation  362 


2,  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service 
of  Formal  Notice 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  362 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notice  ...  Nil 

(a)  By  Owners  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  29 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice — 

(a)  By  Owners  29 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  Nil 

Houses  scheduled  demolished  by  owners  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936— 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  


Nil 
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(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined  the  tenement  or  rooms  having 
been  rendered  fit  Nil 

No.  of  Houses  built  by  Private  Enterprise  ...  80 

No.  of  Houses  built  by  the  Borough  Council  10 

HOUSING  ACT,  1935 — Overcrowding 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  * 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  * 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  * 

(b)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  2 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  by  Local  Authority  4 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases...  33 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 

houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  over- 

crowding conditions  upon  which  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to 
report  * 

*Owing  to  the  abnormal  conditions,  particularly 
after  the  outbreak  of  War,  it  was  found  impossible  to  keep 
any  accurate  record  of  overcrowding. 

Work  carried  out  during  1939 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  415 

„ „ Houses  found  not  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  362 

„ ,,  Defective  Plouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  302 

„ ,,  Defective  Plouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

formal  action  29 

„ „ Houses  recommended  for  demolition  Nil 
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No.  of  Houses  re-inspected,  including  the  supervision  of 


repairs  510 

„ Informal  Notices  served  362 

„ Formal  Notices  served  29 


Public  Places  of  Entertainment 

Under  Circular  120  of  the  Ministry  Of  Health  it  is 
necessary  for  all  places  of  entertainment  to  be  thoroughly 
inspected  annually  in  order  that  licences  may  be  issued  by 
the  Licensing  Magistrates. 

Regular  visits  have  been  made  inspecting  the 
sanitary  conveniences,  general  cleanliness,  ventilation,  fire 
appliances,  exits,  etc.  Any  required  work  has  always  been 
done  very  promptly  on  receipt  of  verbal  notice. 

Rag  Flocks  Act  1311-1928 

There  are  no  premises  which  are  governed  by  the 
above  Acts  in  the  Borough. 

Public  Abattoir,  Meat  and  other  Food  Inspections 

There  are  no  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough. 
A large  number  of  dressed  carcases  come  into  the  Borough 
from  reputable  markets,  i.e.,  Liverpool,  Manchester,  etc., 
while  a small  amount  is  brought  in  from  neighbouring  villages. 
All  animals  slaughtered  at  the  Abattoir  are  inspected  prior 
to  removal  and  as  much  as  possible  of  any  meat  coming  into 
the  Borough  from  markets,  etc.,  is  inspected  or  re-inspected. 

The  comparatively  small  amount  of  diseased  or  un- 
sound meat  found  at  the  Abattoir  during  the  year  proves  that 
the  standard  of  the  animals  purchased  by  the  local  Butchers 
is  a very  high  one.  indeed.  During  the  year  no  aged  cows 
were  slaughtered,  and  only  3 first  calf  cows  and  one  bull  were 
killed.  The  remainder  were  prijne  bullocks  and  heifers. 

The  Meat  Trades  Classes  held  at  the  Technical 
School  which  was  begun  last  year  by  Dr.  McKendrick  and 
myself,  were  continued  this  Winter  but  principally  owing  to 
the  War,  the  attendances  were  insufficient  to  justify  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  classes  after  Christmas.  This  is  a very  real 
loss  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  whenever  circumstances  permit 
the  classes  will  be  re-started  and  that  the  Master  Butchers 
will  give  the  classes  their  wholehearted  support. 

No  meat  is  sold  from  stalls  and  very  little  from 
vehicles — the  latter  all  being  owned  by  reputable  tradesmen 
and  hygienical iy  kept.  We  have  no  meat  marketing  scheme 
in  force  in  the  Borough. 
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Wet  Fish  Shops,  Greengrocers  and  Provision  Shops 
and  all  other  premises  where  food  is  prepared,  stored  or  sold, 
are  regularly  inspected. 

The  following  is  a table  of  carcases  slaughtered  and 
inspected  at  the  Abattoir  during  the  year  1939 — 

Number  of  Animals  Slaughtered  at  the  Public  Abattoir 
each  month  during  1939 

Sheep  and 


Cattle 

Tambs 

Calves 

Pigs 

Revenue 

January  ... 

...  53 

811 

18 

122 

£27 

5 

7 

February  ... 

...  36 

570 

11 

83 

£18 

17 

0 

March  

...  31 

511 

19 

74 

£17 

6 

44 

April  

....  27 

624 

34 

55 

£18 

8 

6~ 

May  

...  27 

722 

24 

46 

£19 

8 

9 

June  

...  23 

1214 

27 

26 

£27 

7 

6 

July  

••) 

August 

\ 

• • ; 

September 

A 98 

4623 

84 

118 

£105 

10 

n 

October  ... 

45 

838 

14 

69 

£24 

3 

9 

November 

...  44 

657 

8 

43 

£19 

3 

44 

December 

...  50 

700 

12 

99 

£23 

10 

6 

\ , 

434 

11270 

251 

735 

£301 

1 

114 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned* 

Cattle  excluding 
Co  as 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 
Lambs 

Pigs 

No.  killed  (if  known)  431 

3 

251 

11270 

735 

No.  inspected  431 

3 

251 

11270 

735 

Ail  diseases  except  T.R, — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

— 

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
of  organ  was  condemned 

32 

— 

11 

17 

Percentage  of  the  No.  in- 
spected affected  with 
diseases  other  than 

7.42 

_ 

.1 

2.3 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
of  organ  wras  condemned 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Percentage  of  the  No. 
inspected  affected  with 

Tuberculosis  , 1.16  — r-r  .27 
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The  approximate  amount  of  dead  meat  brought  into 
the  Borough  is  as  follows— 


Carcases  of  Beef  792 

„ of  Mutton  and  Lamb  14120 

„ of  Veal  210 

„ of  Pork  1086 

Meat,  etc.,  Surrendered  and  Destroyed 

3 Beast  Carcases  and  offals  (3  cases  Gen.  T.B.) 1743  lbs. 

I Pig  Carcase  and  offals  (Dropsy  and  Emaciation)  70  lbs. 

1 Ewe  Carcase  and  offal  (casualty)  and  part  car- 
cases (bruising,  etc.)  158  lbs. 

Beast  Liver  301  lbs. 

Pig  Liver  62  lbs. 

Sheep  Liver  34  lbs. 

Pigs  heads  13^  lbs. 

Calves  and  Sheep  heads  left  until  unfit  for  use  205  lbs. 


Total  weight  destroyed  2586J  lbs. 


Offal,  etc.,  of  Carcases  slaughtered  outside  the 


Borough  214  lbs. 

Sausages  3 lbs. 

Roast  Pork  7 lbs. 

Ham  (5  tins)  52  lbs. 


Total  weight  destroyed  276  lbs. 


A quantity  of  Vegetables  were  delivered  at  the  Tip 
unweighed. 

Milk  Supplies 

All  farms,  dairies  and  Milk  Shops  were  visited  during 
the  year — some  jointly  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Sanitary  Inspector — others  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  alone. 
The  visits  were  made  at  various  times  of  the  day  and  they 
were  usually  found  to  be  kept  in  a very  clean  condition.  On 
the  whole,  good  clean  milk  has  been  produced.  The  County 
Council  is  the  Authority  which  issues  licences  to  the  Pro- 
ducers of  Designated  Milks. 

422  visits  were  paid, 
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43  samples  of  milk  were  sent  to  the  Agricultural 
College,  Bangor,  to  be  tested  for  Bacterial  content,  as 
follows — 


Ungraded  Accredited  Certified  Pasteurised 

24  6 11  2 

10  samples  of  milk  were  sent  to  the  College  to  be 
tested  for  Biological  examination. 

Retailers  selling  T.T.  Milk  26 

Retailers  selling  Pasteurised  Milk  2 

Retailers  selling  Accredited  Milk  3 

Dairies  on  Register  45 

Cowdceepers  on  Register  46 


Water  Samples. 

During  the  year  the  following  samples  of  water  have 
been  taken  and  tested — - 

Wells  on  Farms  ...  7 Bacteriological 

Town  Supply  18  Bacteriological  3 Chemical 

Bryn-y-Maen  Supply  5 Bacteriological 

Total  ...  30  Bacteriological  3 Chemical 


Of  the  above,  3 Chemical  and  1 Bacteriological  tests 
were  carried  out  by  the  Public  Analyst — 3 Bacteriological 
were  examined  at  our  own  Office  and  26  Bacteriological  were 
examined  by  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Conway,  which  commenced  during  September,  1939. 

A.R.P. 

During  the  year  a considerable  amount  of  time  was 
devoted  to  A.R.P.  During  1938  I was  designated  De- 
contamination Officer,  and  this  year  Mr.  I.  W.  Jones  became 
Deputy  Decontamination  Officer.  The  whole  of  the  outdoor 
staff  volunteered  for  service  in  Decontamination,  and  during 
the  year  were  all  trained  in  Anti-Cas  and  First  Aid.  When 
equipment  came  to  hand  regular  practices  were  held  and 
occasionally  in  conjunction  with  the  A.F.S.  In  September 
4 men  who  were  territorials  were  called  up,  but  this  did  not 
affect  us  seriously  as  our  A.R.P.  War  Establishment  consists 
of  2 squads  and  50%  Reserve — each  squad  consists  of  1 


40 


Squad  leader,  driver  and  5 men.  This  gives  a total  of  21  men, 
and  we  employ  about  26  men  — the  temporary  hands  who 
replaced  the  territorials  were  subsequently  fully  trained. 
The  Reserves  are  to  act  as  Dressers  and  also  for  Vehicle 
Decc  )nt  animation. 

The  Garage  at  Monaville  is  utilised  as  Decontamina- 
tion Centre  and  the  Decontamination  Cleansing  Station  is  to 
be  built  there  adjoining  the  men’s  Mess  Room. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Year  ended  31st  March,  1940. 


Collection 

Disposal 

£ 

£ 

Wages  

2090 

549 

Haulage  

2396 

206 

Other  Expenses  

483 

195 

4969 

950 

Roan  Charges  . 

164 

1114 

Less  Income  

214 

321 

£4755 

£793 

£5548 


1938-9 

1939-40 

Refuse  collection  

..  9196  tons 

9677  tons 

Cost  per  ton  '.. 

..  10/1.4 

9/9.93 

Refuse  Disposal  . 

..10303  tons 

10767  tons 

Cost  per  ton  

Total  cost  per  ton,  Collection  and 

,.  2/2.5 

1/5.68 

Disposal  

..  12/3.9 

11/3.61 

Number  of  Premises  from  which 

refuse  was  collected  

....  6180 

6256. 

Cost  per  1,000  Premises — 

Collection  

£752.75 

£760.07 

Disposal  

....  £192.2 

£110.77 

£944.95 

£870.84 

House  and  Trade  Refuse  Collection 

The  quantity  of  House  and  Trade  Refuse  collected 
for  the  period  of  this  Report,,  1st  April,  1939,  to  31st  March, 
1940,  is  as  follows — 


5828  loads  weighing  9309  tons,  9 cwts 
146  loads  not  weighed  (Highways) 

574  tumbler  loads  of  night  soil 
500  loads  by  private  persons  not  weighed 
40  loads  unweighed  (Llysfaen  Tip) 

286  loads  soil  hauled  to  Bron-y-Nant  Tip  (730  tons, 
16  cwts) 


1.  Total  refuse  collected  (in  tons)  9677 

Total  refuse  disposed  (in  tons)  10767 

2.  Population  : Midsummer,  1938  21240 

Floating  Population  60000 

3.  Area  ‘ 7124 

4.  Weight  in  cwts  per  1000  of  population  per  day...  27.78 

5.  Number  of  houses  or  premises  6256 

6.  Rateable  Value  £222073 

7.  Product  of  Id.  Rate  £858 

8.  Total  Rates  in  the  £ 16/4 


SALVAGE 


T. 

Cwt 

Qrs. 

lbs. 

£ s.  d. 

Aluminium  

3 

78 

7 0 3 

Brass  

3 

70 

3 6 7 

Lead  

4 

53 

0 19  1 

Rags  

1 

18 

— 

14 

18  5 10 

Paper  

146 

3 

2 

263  16  5 
£293  8 2 

In  conclusion  of  my  report,  may  I express  my 
appreciation  for  the  help  and  many  kindnesses  shown  by  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
Dr.  McKendrick,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Mr.  I.  Wynn 
Jones,  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  indoor  and  out- 
door Staff. 

(Signed) 

WM.  A.  AUSTWICK, 

Sanitary  Inspector 
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Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928 

The  following  statement  was  given  me  by  Chief 


Inspector  of  the 

Denbigh  County 

Council — 

Not  genuine  oi 

Article 

No.  taken 

Genuine 

sub- standard 

Milk  

79 

68 

11 

Fish  Dressings 

1 

1 

Fresh  Cream  . . . 

8 

4 

4 

Ice  Cream  

1 

1 

Cream  Puffs 

1 

1 

Sausages  

1 

1 

Mincemeat 

1 

1 

Cheese  

1 

1 

Butter  

1 

1 

Totals  

94 

79 

15 

Three  retail  milk  dealers,  and  one  wholesaler,  were 
prosecuted  during  the  year.  The  four  samples  of  Fresh 
Cream  stated  to  be  “not  genuine”  were  obtained  from  the 
same  source,  the  Vendor  being  prosecuted  and  fined.  All 
other  samples  were  genuine,  and  free  from  all  prohibited 
preservatives  and  colouring  matter. 

D.  WYNNE  GRIFFITH, 

Chief  Inspector 


Propaganda 

Widespread  training  in  First  Aid  work  and  Home 
Nursing  has  been  undertaken.  Classes  are  held  most  nights 
either  by  the  St.  John’s  Brigade  Officers  or  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  The  Senior  members  of  the  Colwyn 
Bay  Ambuance  Corps  have  also  joined  in  this  teaching  work. 
The  result  is  that  large  numbers  of  citizens  have  now  re- 
ceived training  in  First  Aid  work  and  in  Stretcher-bearing. 
I have  to  record  my  indebtedness  to  these  organisations  for 
the  unstinted  help  they  have  given  me  as  well  as  for  their 
enthusiastic  work  in  the  A.R.P.  schemes. 

The  following  statements  were  provided  by  the 
Officers  of  the  St.  John’s  Brigade  and  the  British  Red  Cross 
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Society.  The  figures  supplied  by  the  Ambulance  Corps 
appear  earlier. 

B.R.CS. 

“Since  the  beginning  of  the  War,  Denbigh  /12 
Detachment  has  been  concentrating  on  training  Probationers 
and  general  public,  and  has  also  been  sending  members 
regularly  to  the  Colwyn  Bay  and  West  Denbighshire  Hospital 
for  their  training  in  connection  with  Civil  Nursing  Reserve. 

There  are  on  the  books  79  officers  and  members,  and 
30  Probationers. 

Prior  to  the  War,  Detachment  members  staffed  their 
Mobile  Caravan,  which  was  stationed  on  the  sea  front,  on 
Bank  Holidays  and  Sundays  in  August,  and  also  attended 
fetes,  etc.  Over  100  people  were  treated  in  the  Caravan. 

Two  Officers  and  5 members  attended  the  Auxiliary 
Territorial  Service  Camp  at  Great  Malvern  last  Summer, 
where  they  staffed  the  Camp  Hospital  and  treated  over  800 
cases. 

Lectures  have  been  given  in  First  Aid,  Home 
Nursing'  and  Anti-Gas  regularly  to  members  and  to  the 
general  public.  Special  lectures  have  also  been  given  to 
A.T.S.  members,  Girl  Guides,  A.R.P.  Reserve  (women)  and 
classes  for  juniors  have  also  been  held.” 

St.  John’s  Brigade 

The  Colwyn  Bay  Division  of  the  St.  John’s  Ambulance 
Brigade  had  a strength  of  93  men  with  another  11  in  the 
Auxiliary  Reserve  on  the  31st  December,  1939.  This  total 
of  104  persons  shows  an  increase  of  50  over  the  1938  figures. 
During  the  year  81  drills  and  classes  were  held;  the  average 
attendance  being  over  37.  The  number  of  hours  service  given 
by  the  members  of  the  Division  was  3,174.  This  is  based 
on  a duty  lasting  two  hours.  These  duties  included  at- 
tendances each  evening  at  Theatres,  Cinemas,  Patrols  at 
Firework  displays,  etc.,  football  matches  and,  during  the 
Summer  Season,  patrols  on  the  Promenade  at  week-ends, 
where  the  Mobile  Unit  takes  up  its  position  weekly.  The 
unit  also  attended  at  the  Pier  during  the  period  of  the  re- 
ception of  the  evacuee  children,  St.  John’s  men  giving  very 
full  service  at  that  time. 
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The  number  of  cases  dealt  with  at  the  Mobile  Post 
at  the  sea  front  was  248. The  number  in  1938  was  304,  but  it 
will  be  remembered  that  the  Season  was  very  curtailed  in 
1939  owing  to  the  outbreak  of  War. 

During  the  year  90  Certificates,  Vouchers,  Medalions 
or  Labels  were  earned  in  First  Aid — 30'  in  Home  Nursing, 
and  36  in  Air  Raid  Precaution  work.  The  total  number  of 
awards  was  156. 


Instruction  was  given  to  several  troops  of  Boy 
Scouts  and  Boys’  Clubs,  and  the  Officers  of  the  Division  have 
arranged  and  conducted  many  classes  in  First  Aid  and  Home 
Nursing.  In  this  work  they  have  been  co-operating  with 
their  own  Medical  Officer  as  well  as  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

The  Division  has  supplied  male  Personnel  for  the 
First  Aid  Parties,  Posts  and  Points  under  the  A.R.P.  scheme, 
and  frequent  practices  have  been  arranged. 

The  Cadet  Division  for  Boys  between  the  ages  of 
1 1 and  18  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  training  the  lads 
of  the  Town  in  First  Aid  and  kindred  subjects.  It  has  proved 
most  popular.  Over  60  boys  have  already  joined.  The 
classes  for  the  teaching  of  swimming  and  Life  Saving  have 
been  inaugurated  and  will  form  a permanent  feature  of  the 
work  of  the  Division  and  of  the  Cadet  Division. 


Schools 

All  Schools  are  regularly  visited  and  reports  made 
when  necessary  to  the  Education  Authority. 

Infectious  Diseases  in  Schools 

The  following  diseases  were  notified  to  me  by  Plead 
Teachers  of  Colwyn  Bay  Schools  as  having  been  reported 
to  them  by  parents. 

Measles  34  (mainly  October) 

Whooping  Cough  16  (mainly  November) 

German  Measles  ...  1 

Whooping  Cough  1 
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Infectious  Diseases 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  and 
mortality  from  infectious  diseases.  There  was  a very  con- 
siderable increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria.  This 
was  due  to  an  epidemic  amongst  the  Evacuees  in  October.  The 
table  also  shows  that  the  Isolation  Hospital  has  been  very 
busy.  The  work  there  has  been  strenuous,  especially  as 
Nurses  and  Maids  are  difficult  to  find.  The  Government 
Departments  and  the  Services  entice  the  women  away  from 
our  Hospitals  by  offering  conditions,  wages  and  glamour  that 
we  cannot  give,  but  these  same  departments  throw  extra 
work  on  the  Hospitals. 


No  cases  of  cross-infection  occurred  in  Hospital. 
Every  case  of  Diphtheria  is  given  serum  immediately  on 
admission  and  only  cases  at  similar  stages  of  treatment  and 
convalescence  are  admitted  to  the  same  Cubicle. 


During  1939  there  were  admitted  to  Hospital — 
10  Scarlet  Fever 
1 Encep  Lethargica 

7 Impetigo 

1 Diphtheria-Scarlet 
52  Diphtheria 
1 Whooping  Cough 
1 Scabies 

1 Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
4 Puerperal  Pyrexia 
1 Erysipelas 
1 Measles 

8 Observation 
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Number  of  cases 
Notified  at  Ages 


Years 


Number  of  deaths 
at  Ages — Years 


Notifiable  Diseases 


! d ; 


C/3 

v : ^ 

br-U  i 


I <u 
h-! 


'z)  r^5 


Smallpox  

Diphtheria  

Diphtheria  Carriers  

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever  

Enteric  Fever  

Puerperal  Fever  

Ccrebro  Spinal 

Pulmonary  T.B 

Other  Forms  of  T.B 

Pneumonia  

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .. 

Measles  

Whooping  Cough  


57 
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Totals. 11881  8j  10]99l  19|29jf9|  4~|68f. . . | JL] JL J ...1  6f  4|.. 


The  following  figures  were  supplied  me  by  Miss 
Williams,  Vaccination  Officer — 


No.  of  Births  registered  279 

No.  Vaccinated  54 

No.  Exempted  126 

No.  Died  before  Vaccination  7 

No.  Postponed  28 

No.  Removed  out  of  District  25 

No.  of  Children  under  4 months  not 

yet  Vaccinated  39 

No.  Insusceptibles  > Nil 


TOT AES 
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Tuberculosis 

There  were  29  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  to 
during  the  year,  as  against  28  in  1938.  Whether  the  new 
milk  scheme  whereby  milk  of  “any  old  kind”  from  any  type 
of  herd  is  being  pushed  at  our  mothers  and  children  will 
reduce  or  increase  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis,  only  time 
will  tell.  We,  in  Colwyn  Bay,  have  always  insisted  on  giving 
safe  milk  to  the  infants — perhaps  that  accounts  for  the  fact 
that  no  case  of  tuberculosis  occurred  in  any  child  under  10 
years  of  age  in  1939,  and  only  1 case  in  1938. 

Disinfection  of  bedding  and  homes  is  freely  offered 
to  known  cases.  The  Officers  of  the  Welsh  National 
Memorial  Association  co-operate  with  me  in  securing  that 
this  service  is  as  effective  as  possible. 

The  following  table  of  work  done  by  the  Association 
in  Colwyn  Bay  during  1939  was  sent  me  by  Dr.  Howell 
Williams,  the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 


Age  Periods - 


New  Cases 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 


Deaths 

Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary 
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COLWYN  BAY  — RETURN  FOR  THE  YEAR  1939 
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Number  of  attendances  at  the  Dispensary.. 

Number  of  Domiciliary  visits  
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Colwyn  Bay  Meteorological  Observations,  1939 
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